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Switzerland's Most Powerful Commercial AI 
Supercomputer Goes Live at uptownBasel 

 

 



Today marks a strategic milestone for Switzerland as a business location: at the 

uptownBasel innovation campus in Arlesheim (BL), operator PHOENIQS, the uptownBasel 

innovation campus, and area developer Fankhauser have jointly commissioned the 

country's most powerful commercial AI supercomputer. The new infrastructure enables 

companies, research institutions, and public bodies to run demanding AI applications 

under Swiss jurisdiction — with full control over data, models, and workloads. 

As artificial intelligence grows at a rapid pace, demand for powerful, secure infrastructure is rising sharply. 
Many global AI platforms were primarily designed for international scale. Companies and public institutions 
are therefore increasingly asking where their data is processed, which laws apply, and how sensitive AI 
applications can be operated under control over the long term. 

The new AI supercomputer in Arlesheim closes precisely this gap: it makes it possible to run complex AI 
models, data-intensive workloads, and production AI applications locally — without dependence on foreign 
hyperscalers and without data flowing abroad. 

Commercial top-tier performance and digital autonomy 

Operated by PHOENIQS and built on state-of-the-art technology together with NVIDIA, IBM, and Dell, the 
system gives companies and institutions access to high-performance computing capacity that was 
previously often available only through international hyperscalers. With 192 NVIDIA H100 GPUs currently 
installed, the infrastructure ranks among the most powerful commercially available AI systems in 
Switzerland — offering up to ten times the computing power of many AI infrastructures in use today. 

“Our AI infrastructure creates the foundation for companies and public institutions to develop and operate 
high-performance AI applications in Switzerland — while meeting the highest requirements for data 
protection, security, and digital sovereignty,” — Thomas Taroni, Founder and Executive Chairman, 
PHOENIQS 

A key driver of market access is the exclusive partnership with Sunrise. It combines PHOENIQS's AI 
infrastructure expertise with the B2B network of the Swiss telecommunications provider, giving companies 
access to AI solutions developed, hosted, and operated within Switzerland. 

uptownBasel: a location for the next generation of industry 

With the AI supercomputer now in operation, uptownBasel continues to grow as an innovation campus for 
the technologies shaping tomorrow's industry. In Arlesheim, about ten minutes from Basel, an ecosystem 
is taking shape that brings together quantum computing, artificial intelligence, industry, energy, 
cybersecurity, cloud infrastructure, life sciences, start-ups, and venture capital in a single location. 

“uptownBasel provides the space and the infrastructure for the technologies that will be decisive tomorrow. 
With the AI supercomputer, another central building block of our innovation ecosystem is in place — and a 
strong signal for Switzerland as a technology and business location,”  — Bardo Magel, CEO, uptownBasel 
Group 

The AI supercomputer complements the campus's already-active quantum computer, Switzerland's first 
commercially usable system of its kind. While the quantum computer is geared toward highly specialized 
optimization and simulation tasks, the AI supercomputer addresses the rapidly growing industrial demand 
for scalable AI models and production applications. 

uptownBasel today comprises 18 companies with around 400 jobs across a 75,000-square-meter site, with 
three buildings already in operation. The campus is set to keep growing: more than 21 companies and 



around 1,100 jobs are planned by 2027, and 50 to 100 companies with around 2,500 jobs by 2030 and 
beyond. 

Sustainable AI infrastructure, unique in Switzerland 

uptownBasel's architectural and energy concept demonstrates that high-performance computing and 
ecological responsibility can go hand in hand. 

“High-performance AI needs more than computing power. It needs places built for it. With uptownBasel, we 
have created exactly such a place — a site that combines energy, cooling, digital infrastructure, and 
sustainable development into one functioning overall system,” — Hans-Jörg Fankhauser, Architect and 
Area Developer 

The supercomputer as part of the energy system 

The computer is part of an integrated system comprising stable power supply, efficient cooling, grid stability, 
security, and building technology. Power is supplied via Swissgrid and Primeo Netz, with around three 
megawatts of capacity available for AI operations. The system is complemented by battery storage to 
smooth load peaks, thermal buffer storage, and additional backup power based on biodiesel. 

Cooling is provided by a closed, water-cooled system. Heat is removed directly at the rack level before it 
can spread into the room. The AI racks generate waste heat of around 50°C during operation. This energy 
is converted into hot water, used to heat the site, and fed into the regional Primeo Wärme district heating 
network. 

 
 

 

 

 



 

About PHOENIQS 

Headquartered in Pfäffikon SZ, PHOENIQS is a Swiss provider of sovereign cloud and AI infrastructure, 
enabling companies to run data- and AI-driven workloads under full control, with high security, and in 
compliance with legal requirements. The company controls the entire technology stack — from hardware 
and operating system to cloud infrastructure and AI platforms — ensuring complete digital sovereignty and 
independence from extraterritorial legislation. PHOENIQS serves companies and public-sector 
organizations across Europe in highly regulated, security-critical environments, including finance, 
healthcare, research, and public administration. phoeniqs.swiss 

About uptownBasel 

uptownBasel is an international innovation campus and center of excellence for Industry 4.0. On the 
Schorenareal site in Arlesheim, near Basel, a development and production location of around 75,000 
square meters is taking shape, home to selected technology companies and other organizations. The focus 
is on industrial production, healthcare, medical technology, and the cross-cutting theme of digitalization. 
QuantumBasel, part of the uptownBasel Group, operates Switzerland's first commercially usable quantum 
computing hub; its partner company QAI Ventures supports and invests in start-ups in this field. As a 
platform for connected companies, uptownBasel drives cross-industry and cross-disciplinary knowledge 
transfer and fosters new solutions at the intersection of technology and industry. In total, the site is planned 
to host 50 to 100 companies with up to 2,500 jobs. The investment volume exceeds CHF 500 million. 
uptownBasel is made possible by the private ownership of the Monique and Thomas Staehelin family and 
is realized by Fankhauser Arealentwicklungen. https://uptownbasel.ch/en/  

About Fankhauser Arealentwicklungen 

Fankhauser Arealentwicklungen specializes in the development, planning, and realization of complex large-
scale projects. Led by Hans-Jörg Fankhauser, the company has guided the transformation and 
redevelopment of demanding sites for more than three decades, creating future-ready locations for 
business, research, and society. As general developer, Fankhauser Arealentwicklungen is responsible for 
the realization of uptownBasel, overseeing the campus's visionary planning, architectural execution, and 
sustainable infrastructure concept. www.f-web.ch  
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